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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

The Annual Message of the President of the
United States was yesterday communicated to both
Houses of Congress, and will be found in ancther
part of to-day’s Intelligencer. .

If on other occasions during Mr. LincoLn’s
eventful term of service he has been called to dis-
oliss questions of more imminent conoern, it is safe
to say that never has it been his duty to make re-
commendations and guggestions on topics respeot-
ing which there was more of just solicitude in the
breasts of patriotio men, or respecting which the
public curiosity had beea more generally elicited.
At a time like the present, when the very ele-
ments of our political institutions are melted by
the fervent heats of civil strife and political con
tention, and when the hearts of many are failing
them for foar of the things yet to come on the
land, it would be unpardonable either to cherish
or to affect indifference with regard to the views
and purposes of the Chief Magistrate of the coun-
try, olothed as he is with powers so tremendous, and
which, according as they shall be wisely or unwisely
direoted, must tend so largely to determine the des-
tiny of the country for good or for evil through all

coming generations.

It is significant, as marking the new sphere of
ideas into which the country has entered in the
progress of eveuts, that if hitheito, since the out-
break of the war, the chief interest of these an-
nu | expositions of the President has attached to
the enunciation of his military poliey, it is to-day
the civil policy which he proposies to pursue as re-
gards the so-called Secelded States that engages the

-largest share of public concern, Accordingly it is
that portion of the Message whish is devoted to a
consideration of this subject in its various relations
which will receive the most attentive perusal ard
be made the theme of the most claborate exegesis
by eritical commentators anxious to discove: and
elucidate the Presidential thought on this momen-
tous saubject.

We have not ourselves as yet had time to pon-
der all the views of the President nunder this head
with the care which their complexity and the im-
portance of their relations wiust be held to demand
at the hands of all dispassicnate men. We are
frank to say, however, that, on a first perusal, the
general toue of the Measage under this head strikes
us favorably, and, while we are not at «ll sanguine
a9 to the degree of success which is likely to at-
tend th» particular mode of proceeding marked out
by the President for the ¢ reconstruction of the
Uniun,” it is gratifyiog to find that he gives no
place in his system to that pestilent political here-
8y which proposes to obliterate State lines in the
Bouth, and to throw all the civil as well as social
institutions of that section into hotch-potch, for
the sake of educing a “ Cosmos' more impractic:-
ble“than any that Plato ever dreamed of in his
ideal Republic; and which, if it were practicable,
would needs be reared on the wreck of all that
gives symmetry and stability to our pelitical sys-
tem. The President, in elaborating this part of
his Message, has obviously found the hardest part
of his tagk in the difficulty of reconciling with his
projected civil policy the ‘“edict of emaneipation,”
which purported to be icsued purely asa “ military
measure,’’ and which he scems to be perfectly
aware i8 not of a nature to be easily and harmo-
ninusly co-urdinated with a civil polity that shall
recognise the normal sapremacy of the States over
their domestic institutions. This embarrassment
furnishes the best possible commentary in elucida.
tion of the difficulties attending that paper pro-
olamation, which, without being in itse'f a help to
the military power of the Republic in suppressing
the rebellion, promiced to be a bindrance in the
work of restoration, unless the obstacles it inter-
posed could be in some way snocessfully turned.
And it is perhaps in a clear perception of this
trath, that the President in another part of his
Message alludes to ““ the danger of committals on
points which could be more safely left to further
developments.” Care,"” hesays, ¢ has been taken
to shape”’ his proclamation of amnesty and his plan
of restoration “ro as to nvoid embarrassments fiom
this source.”

The method proposed by the President for turn-
ing the obstacles which he perceives to he placed
by the ¢ committals” of the proclamation in the
way of restoring ‘“ the Uniou as it was,” strikes us
as being the best that ean be deviced. Remitting
the finality of the edict to the decision of Congress
or of the Bupreme Court, he could not have done
any thing mcre, even by a revocation of the pro-
elamation; for, whether the proclamation be re-
vsked or maintained by him, the question of its

Jegal effect would equally come up for final adjudi

eation by the Koderal Judiciary—the only differ-
gnce being that, in the one case, the guestion
would be whether, in spite of its revocation,
the alaves of the ingurgent States were not actually
emancipated by it, and, in the other case, whether
jt is competent for the President, in the exercise
of his ““ war powers,” as commander-in-chief of the
army and navy, to abrogate the laws of a State re-
gognising slavery.

We nced hardly say that it is the daty of all
good citigens ““to abide by and faithfully to support
all nots of Congress passed during the existing re-
bellion with reference to siaves, so long and so far
of not repealed, modificd, or held void by Congress
or by decision of the SBuprome Court;” and the
same may be said of the proclamations of the
President under this head, it being under-
ptood that sueh ¢ faithful support” of the lat-
ter, any more then of the former, does not pre-
olude that loyal opposition which is candidly and
honestly oondacted, under the (onstitution and
Laws, for the Eurpooe of enlightening the pnblic
judgment. Where the Congress and the Courts
of the United Btates haye a right of revision, the
people of the United States certainly have a right
of free discussion, and where the people of a State
are required to teke an onth, “suhbjeot,” as the
President oxprosses it, “to the medifying and
abrogating power of logielation and supreme judi-
gial deoision,” they have & right to bring their

logitimate influence to bear ia controlling the on'
and protecting the purity of the other.

The President, we way sdd, shows a disposition
to counciliate as far as precticable, without renoune-
ing the form of the emancipation ediot, the natural
sensibilities of the Southern people, when he
pledges Lis acquiescence in any provision which
may be sdopted by a restored State Government
“in relation to the freed people of such State,
¢ which shall recognise snd declare their perma.
“nent freedom, provide for their education, and
‘ which may yet be consistent, as a temporary ar-
‘ rangement, with their present condition as a
¢ laboring, landless, and homeless class.” Whe-
ther this ¢ temporary arrangement” in regard
to a “landless and homeless class’ shall be ealled
‘‘apprenticeship” or ‘“servantage,” it must neces-
sarily be one of dependence, and we hepe there is
no one whose love of slavery is so intense that he
would desire to perpetuate its pame in association
with ite admitted evils.

We have not time at present to analyze the
letails of the President’'s plan, but wo shall do
80 at an early day, and in the mean time would
commend it to the candid and thoughtful con-
sideration of our readers. We cannot, how-
ever, dismiss the topic to-day without expressing
the hope that the President’s political friends will
treat his piesent plan of pacification with more
consideration than they accorded to that which
formed the burden of his last Annual Message,
and which he commended to them as being * sure”
to restore the Union, while, at the same time, open-
ing the way for the peaceful extinetion of slavery.

THE ENROLLMENT ACT.

We observe that many of our contemporaries are
discussing the propriety of modifying the provi-
sions of the enrollment act under several of its
heads, and especially that feature of it which au-
thorizes & commutation for actual service by the
payment of three hundred dollars. 1t is well
known that this clause has been made the oceasion
for casting much obloquy on the whole law and on
the Administration, which was held responsible for
its passage. Yet the friends of the law and of the
Administration have not hesitated to vindicate the
measure from these representations, and have de-
fended as beneficent and just the very elause
against which it was sought to excite popular
odium and prejudice.

It is known that we have uniformly felt it our
duty to express the opinion that the law was not
fairly open to the objections brought against it on
this ground, and that the *commutation clause,”
which appears to have exoited ths most opposi-
tion, was in reality a provision which wrought no
comparative harm to the ‘“ poor man” simply be-
cause it gave to the man of moderate means an op- ¢
portunity of making the Government hia agent for
the procuration of a substitute. It is not to be
forgotten that this latter, and this alone, was the
object of the “commutation clause;” and it is
traly said by the New York Kveniog Post that
“to abolish the commutation clause, as it now
stands, will have no other effest than to rai<e the
price of substitutes.” And this will be a hardship
not upon the wealthy, but upon members of the
most numerous—the middle class. The wealthy
will not suffer; they can afford to pay a higher
rate; it is the artisan, the farmer, the mechanic
that the heavier burden will oppress.”

The Sceretary of War, in his forthooming re-
port, will doubtless state the number of soldiers
whom he has “procured” as substitutes for the
drafted men who paid the three hundred dollars
for this purpose, and with these data before it
Congrees can better judge as to the necessity of
entirely repealing the clause—:hus jusiifying the
objections brought against it—or of raising the
sum fixed as the price of commutation.

The motive and the effect of the clause, as origi-
nally framed and adopted, are, we doubt not, cor-
rectly stated in the followiog letter of the distin:
guished gentleman who was the recognised * lead-
er’” of the last Congress :

LaxcasTER, AvcusT 27, 1863,

DEaAr fin: In snswer to your inquiry, my opinon is,
that the payment of the three hundred commutation aod
the furnishing & substitute have precisely the same effect.
Either of them frees the drafted wan from further deaft
for three years. He is in effect in service, either by him-
self or suother. The payment of the three hundred dol-
Inrs mukes the Goverument bis agent to procure a substi-
tute, The Goveroment hss cousented to sct ss such
agent. The law snys be may, ** on or before the day fixed
for his appearance, furnish an acceptable substitute, or
pay such sum, not exceeding three hundred dollars, for the
procuration of SUCH substitute; and thereupon the per-
son furnishing such enbsiitute, or paying the money, shall
be discharged from furtber liability under thst drafc”
No one doubts that furniehing s substitute excuses for
threa yeurs. To give a different effect to the payment of
the commutation meney seema to me little less than an
absurdity. It is 8 very mischievous misconstruetion,
whick, il need be, 1 have no doubt Congress will eorrect.

Ep. RewLy, Eqq. THADDEUS STEVENS,

v THE NEW CLERK.

The reader will perecive, on areference to the pro-
ceedings had in the House of Representatives yes.
terday, that its organization was completed by the
election of a Clerk and of the other regular officers
of the body. The election of the ITon, Enwarp
McPuerson, of Pennsylvania, to the responsible
office of “Jlerk reflects equal credit on the House
aud on the estimable gentlemau who has reo.ived
this tribute of confidence at the Lands of a body
among whom there are very many who have had
the best opportunity of knowing his worth, from
former associations with him in the public councils.
He was, it will be recollected, a member of the last
Conpress, in which, ns also in his anteccdent term
of service, he ever illustrated the qualitics which
adorn the legislator.

THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT

In suggesting to Gen. Jefl Davis the expedi.
ency of a ohange in his Cabinet, the Richmond
Whig makes the following cxtraordinary ocon-
fession :

“ We have a Dapnrtment of State that has not been able
in nearly three yeara to eatablish relations with any other
State; a Treasury Department that has fsiled to keep its
finances from ruaning to rain ; & War Department in the
hands of u ehiet whose whols atudies and eourse of life has
baen purely and peculiarly civie; a Navy Department
without a navy; a Post Office Depariment with a very
shackling system of mails; & Department of Justice vacant,
The business of each department separntoly shows the
want of a more masterly haud ; and the uvited powers of
their ehiefs in Cabinet pouncilv=if couneils are ever held—
fail to supply the quantum of wisdom the sountry needs.”

4.The Phi'adelphia Bulletin says there has beon no denin]
of the statement that coal opersters have combined to
sspend mining for a time, to keep up prioss, and sdds
that the actual cost of producing aud teansporting conl to
that gity does not exceed five or six dollars.

It may be within the recollection of some among
.our regular resders that, early in the month of Oc-
tober last, the N.w York Independent, an sble
Republican paper of the Congregational Church,
propounded to us the inquiry whether we were
“glad or sorry that slavery seemed likely to be
destroyed.”

This question, it said, was not put to us from
motives of idle ouriosity, but because it was one
which “ toushed the ethical heart of the question,”
and furnished “s oracial test” by which to try the
bearts of men.  As there was nothing in the ques-
tion which made it & difficult one for us to an-
wer, we gave t) our contemporary an explicit
reply, and took the liberty which we supposed to
be entirely admissible under the circumstances, to
propound in return, on our part, another interro-
gatory to the Independent, and one which we con-
ceived, in like manner, to afford an excellent
“orucial test.”

After taking over two months to ponder our
reply to its inquiry, the Independent, we regret
to observe, is not entircly satisfied with it, as in-
deed we had already feared was the case from the
long reticence which it seemed to have imposed
on our inquisitive contemporary. We suspect it
was only a little too explicit to suit the ingenuous
purposes of our querist.

But, dismissing all curious speculation on this
point, we beg to remind the Independent that it
has quite forgotten to make any response whatever
to our interrogatory, and, as it was put in good
faith, from a simple desire to “ touch the ethiosl
heart of the question,” we take the liberty of recall-
ing its attention to the point, and of inviting a
categorical reply to our ‘¢ crucial test,” without
any unmanly flinching. It is as follows :

** You profess to be very sorry for the slave. How much

have you been sorry ; that is, how many sluves dre free. to-
day because their emancipation has cost you money "'

The Independent, we are sure, will admit that
our interrogatory ‘ touches the ethical heart of
the question ;' for, as faith without works is dead,
80 it will concur with us in holding that * philan-
thropy” and “love of freedom,” when professed
by men of means, but always without any particu-
larsacrifice of dollars, is nothing better than sound-
ing brass and a tinkling cymbal.

PIRACY AND MURDER.,
SEIZURE OF A NEW YORK STEAMER BY REBEL
PASSENGERS FROM THAT CITY.

Usrren BTATES CORSULATE,

St. John, (N. B.) December 9, 1863,
The steamer Chesapeake was captured twenty miles
N.NE. of Cape Cod at 1.30 A. M. on Monday by rebels
who left New York ne passeugers. The second engineer
was killed and thrown overboard. The chief engineer and
mate were badly wounded. Capt. Willett and crew were
landed here this morning. 3

I'bis daring act of violence and murder was first pub-
lished in the New York Express of Monday evening, but
in 80 mysterious a manner &8 vot to inspire confidence in
its verity. The following is the form in which it appesied
in that paper:

Moxpay, DECcEMBER 1, 1863
To the Editors of the New York Express: Yesterday,
sbout dark, I picked up a bottle in the Sound, with s
white rag tied about the neck, and found this paper 1
send it to you, thivking it might be of imwpo.tance. 1 put
one of my boys ashore at Harlem, and rend it to you, 1
will be in the cily to-morrow, and will eall on you.

6 WII.I.I.&%T&[ Schooner Betsey.
& . O Boarnp Pararsco,
Sunday Morning, Daylight

Last night, about twelve o'elock, the captain and «ficers of
the Patapseo were seized by & band of rufflans, between twenty
und thirty ia number, w ho Hmd tiken pussuge on board ut
New York They were all thoronghly armed, and amony
their number were engineers and sniling masters, who imme-
diately rook chargs o' ths vesrel. The pusenyers had newrly
ull retired, and al! hunds were so completely surprised thut
resigance wes onl of the question. ‘I he captaio snd officers
were handeuffed aud confired below, as ulso were all the pus-
sengers I sha'l throw th s overboard 'n a bottle. :

wo Hours Laer—There hus been a great bustle
on deck. A vessel in alongside, and in being trans-
ferred to cme vessel. The craft alosgside in a steamer, and,
from what I can see of her through my stateroom window,
the ia pierced for caunon. From a couversution I overheard
I gathered that there were two other verssls near by to co-
operate with them. Lookout for a formidable raid some-
where,

—_—

FURTHER PARTICULARS OF THE AFFAIR.

87 Jouxs, (N. B.) Dec. 9.—The steamer Chesapeake,
Capt. Willett, from New York for Portland, was taken
possession of on Bunday morning, beiween one and two
o'clock, by sixteen rebel passengers. The second engi-
neer of the s'eamer was shot dend and his body thrown
overboard The first epginerr was shot in the chin, but
waa retained on board. The first mate was badly wounded
in the groin. Eleven or twalve shots wers fired at the
Captuin.  After being overpowered, the Captain was put
1 iroos aod the passengers were notified that they wers
prisoneis of war to the rebel Government,

L

PURSUIT OF THE PIRATES,

PoRTLAND, (ME.) Dee. 9 —Deputy Colleetor Bird bas
applied to the Washington suthorities for permission to
dispatch the Agawam, the new gunboat now fnishing
here, after the Chesnpenke; aod, in the mean time, the
Colleetor is fitting her out with guns, men, and provisions.
Two detachments of roldiers have been tranemitted for
the expedition by Brig. Gen. Rawley, from the conseript
camp, and Major Andrews, from Fort Preble. She will
suil about six o'clock this evening, under command of
Capt. Webster, of the reveous cutter Dubbin Citigens
are volunteering an her crew. ?

A steamer came to ol Paitridge Island sbout one o'clock
thie morning, sud the crew and passengers, except the
first engineer, were put on board s boat and sent to this
city. The stesmer then suiled in an ensterly divection®
and was subsequently seon alongside of snother vessel. It
in supposed she took from her a supply of coal.

The attack took place sbout twenty miles west of Cape
Cod. Capt. Willett and the passengers of the Cicsapenke
ara now at lhe Mansion House. The stenmer aud eargo
were vulued at 150,000,

The Chesspeske sailed from New York on Saturday,
and was one «f the regnlar line plying batween New York
and Portland. It will ba tm!llroml that it was the
Chesape sko that captured Capt. Reid and his party when
they nitenipted to rua away with the cutter Caleb Cushing
from the harbor of Portland.

CONFLAGRATION IN NEW YORK HARBOR.

MANY VESSHLS BURNED.

New Youk, Dec, . —About ball-past one o'clock this
afternoon a fire broke out on the schooner Flora Temple,
loaded with hay, and lying at the dook sbove Cbristipner
atreet, on the North river. The flazies soon extended to
« number of hay bargea and schooners in the vieinity, and
they were soon one burning finms. Burge afler burge took
dre, then followed sloaps and achooners—all falling a prey
to the devouring eleent, The firemen worked mantully,
but on swept the flamen, and quickly the Brigadier Genors!
Burley caught fire and wan soon destroged. The flsmen
ihen crossed to the next pier with unabated fary, setting
the shipping there on fire, tagether with the stationary
barges at the dooks londed with hay. The foree of fire-
m-n on hkuod finding they could not oheck the flames, &
freah force arrived upon the ground, and, despite their
efforts, the fire kept sweeping an in ite devour ng progre e,
In hnlf an bour all the vessels lying wrry and
Christopher streets, four blosks, were in flames.  So fi-roe
1t ooe Lime was the con on that the houses on Wo-t
-troet, opposite the fire, were threatened with deatruc

inm, A number of them wers on fire several times, but

fortunately the firemen sucoseded In putting out the flimes
wd thuw saving thew.  The fire is still burning, More
than twenty vomsels, of all desoriptions, have irendy been
destrojed. The loss oannot fall short of $500,000,

>
-

Many of our roaders will remember that two or three
weeks 840 & public meeling was invited by & number of
respectable citizens (o insugurate messures to reeruit
voluuteers in this eity, with the view of relisving our people
8s far a8 possible from the impending draft, which is sn-
nounced to tuke place early in Janusry next.

The results of the meeting thus called bave been the
appointment of Ward Committ-es, ench consisting of ten
mewmbere, who hsve subsequently organieed and selected
Jous H. Besmes, Keq ss their treasurer, and are now
about to enter upon their more setive labors, by calling upon
their fellow-citizens and soliciting contributions to eusble
them to earry out the bumane and patriotic objects of their
appointment.

We earnestly bespesk for the gentlemen composing these
committees promptand generous contributions. All classes
of our people are interested in the success of their efforts,
and all should give liberally nccording to (heir means, ns
whatever 18 bestowed will in some degree diminish the
burdens and alleviate the sflictions which would neces-
sarily be entailed upon this community by another draft;
for it will, we think, be found cheaper in the end
to promote by private bounties the enlistment of sin-
gle men, and who by enlisting will also secure the
liberal bounty of the Government, than to permit our
working population to be still farther reduced by an in-
discriminate draft, which would add to the public obliga-
tions nlready incurred in the way of providing for the
comfort of such additional families as might be rendered
more or less dependent in consequence of the absence of
their lawful guardisne,

And it is highly important that what can be accomplished
in aid of enlistwents sbould be done speedily, for the rea-
son that even now in the procurement of recruits we are
brought into competition with other and more weslthy
towns, which competition must continue to increase and
become more aclive ne the season advances.

Another motive to alacrity in this movement is the very
large quota required of this District, and to supply which
will Lest to the utmost the eapacity of our limited popu.
lation, Our quota is larger, proportionately, than has been
mssigned to any other eity or Btute, so far as their re-
spectlve quotas have come under our notice. We can
only account in part for this disparity by supposing it to
arise from the very thorough and ecomprebensive enroll-
ment which has been made here in comparison with that
made in other parte of the country. On this point the
officisl figures we have at hand will enable us to contrast
it with only two other enrollments, viz: In the city of
Baltimore, having a population of 212,400, the enrollment
is 21,652, being but 2,325 more than o this Distriet, with
& populniion of enly 75,000; and 1o the State of Connecti
cut, having a population of 460,100, the enrollment is but
30,345, Every reader will see st s glance the vast die-
parity here presented. The enrollment at Baltimore, to
be proportionate with that of this District, ought to be
54,734, und that of Connecticut 118,565. The deticieBey
in the first case is 33,082, and in the latter 70,220, The
enrollment of the District (19,327) is even more exces-
«ive (Lan were those of the cites of New York aud Brook-
I/n, which upon being brought officislly to the noties of
t i Government were aunulled and new ones ordered.

But, ns we have before eaid, the enrollment will account
only in part for the lurge quotas nssigned to this District.
They range from thirty-three to fifty per eent, and imaome
iustances two or three hunded per cent above the quotss
of other places. The draft here last summer required
three wen out of every ten enrvlled. The number of
names drawn wae 5,754, leaving as the remninder of our
enr:liment 13,543 ; and now, under the new quota, (2,730,)
with the fifly per cent added, if another draft shall tske
place 4,095 additional names must be drawn, which is
rather more than three in every ten, and which will
exhaust more than half of the entire enrollment. In eom-
parisho with this requisition upon the District, having
75,000 population, we fiud that the new quota of Con-
necticut, with s population 460,100 is only 5432 ; that of
the city of Boston, with a population of 178,000, is only
3,500 ; and that of the city of Philadelphia, with a popu-
Iation of 562,000, is only * sbout 5,000.” (Thess are the
only data we have before us at the moment of writing, all
being derived from official statements except the quota of
Philadelphia, which was obtained from a respectable
nswspaper published in that city ) To base these quotas
on population, snd make them equsl to the quots of this
Distriet, that of Covnee.ieut should be 18,102, that of
Boston 7,000, snd thut of Philadélphia 22,111. ;

We shall not attewpt further to account for these ax-
eessive demends upon the Distriet. They eannot be recon-
ciled with the requisilions upon any State or city. It has
been suggested to us, and the suggestion is perhaps well
founded, that our quotas have been made disproportion-
ately large owing to & denial of due oredits to the District
for troops heretofors supplied. We arg informed that no
credits whatever have been given except for the troops
obtain~d by the drait of the past summer. This, if true,
will shed some further light on the subject. These eradits
ought to be allowed, and most probubly will be, when the
fact of their omission shall have beeu made known to the
proper authorities :

It is & well-attested fact that in the beginning of the
war, and at the most eritical period for the saf-ty of the
national eapital, the people of this Distriet, whose popn

Iation is coufived mainly to the city of Washington, fur-
nished troope largely in excess of any quota which in fur

ness could bave beon alloted to them ; and that, in three
monthe' men eepezinlly, thay oontribated greatly in ex-
eves of sesersl of the smuller Btates, mnd, if regard be
had to their respeetive populations, in excess of any of
the Btates.® At that important juncture, ba‘ore the troops
from the States had reached the ecapital in numbers suffi

cient to protect it, nearly thres thousand of our citigens
bad promplly enrclled “themselves ns three months' men,
and were duly aceepted by the Government; and st a later
period in the same yesr ooe thousand three years' men
were also organized here and duly muostered into the publie
servies. More troope of both deseriptions were recruited
and off-red, but, in view of the influx of teoops from the
States, their rerviecs were then declined. Subsequenyly,

Fhowever, a second regiment of three ypars' men wore ne-

eepted from this Distrigt, besid-a several companies of
eavalry npd nfuntry, alao three years' men, who were re-
eruited bere, but, in order to obtain asceplance, were in-
eorporated with sowe of the State regimenty,

All the troops thus uo@pted huve faithfully performed
their duty  The turee wonihs’ men, niter undergoing an
active eampalgn, in protecting the railroads to the gity,
gunrding the fords and shotes of the Upper Potomae, and
«ome of them forming the ad ganee of the small army which
first marched {ato Virgiuia at the time of the capture of
Alexnndrln, weie honorsbly discharged at the expiration
of their respective terms.  The three yewrs' men, with
tieir ranks reduced of pousse by the casualties of the
onmp nnd tho gedd, are still in the service. And, wure
recent'y, two regimenta of colored troops kave been re-
pruited nod organized in this Uistrict, and were lately dis-
patehed with full ranks to the seat of war.

None of these troops, as we ara informed, have been
eredited to ua—the resqon foy this omission being, as re-
gards the white troops, that, na the President in his pro
clamation bud made no esll upon the Distriet, they were
voluntarily tendered and meceptod as “surplus troops.”

troops. 1t is & mutter of history that sueplus troops,”
a8 'hey are called, have been sooepted of Indiana, llinois,
atdgOhio, aud probably of other States, nnd that such
States have received full oredits for all of them. Itisow
dng to these credits that Indiaoa was altogether relieved
—:-W- oxtruobt the followiag enumeration of the three-
months’ voluniears from the snnual report of the Secrotary
of War which was laid before Congress in December,
1861, The smne roport acknowledges the acceptance
from the Distriot, prior to that time, of one thousand
three years' men.  'I'his table shows the number of three
months' men furnished, and the States whence they oame 1

Conneetiont....coues 22 Now Jorrey..... R—
Delaware ooveesvanse 770 New York..... esnes 10,188
Tt o enalhis w e s asis AL Obioeceecann.nas -4 10 236
Fodb e TN s nen 1,686 Peansylvania .......19.199
TOWBeanensiiensen.. 969 Rhode Island...cc... 1986
Baing ciiiisicusane IO VOROM cooe consnse. TO
Massachusetts. .. .... 3435 Vieginia.... .. siesns. 178
& 1obigan. coaee oaaen 781 Wineonsin. ... ...... 0
Misnoltl cooe voncses 9366 Distiiet of Columbia, 2,823
New Hampshire, ... 779 —
71,570

ENLISTMENTS FOR THIS DISTRIOT. \

We hnvw heard no resson for dagying eredit for the colored |

from the late draft, snd that Oblo and Illinois were par-
tially relieved from it, the latter having had comparatively
but & fow mon to raise to meet the quotas then required of
them, 1t is wlso n mabter of history that Masssobusetis
received full eredit for the two colored regiments organ-
ized in that State, though they were recruited from all
purts of the country; and that Maryland has not only e~
ocived oredits for all the colored troops recruited in that
State, though some of them were slaves purchassd and
freed by the Goverament, but bas also ohtained eredit for
five or six hundred rebel prisoners, who, havivg taken the
oath of alleginues, were recruited at Camp Delaware snd
other places into Maryland regiments; and it is al-o known
to the public that orders have been issued directing full
credita te be given to Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennesses
for such eolored troops as may be recruited or purchased
in those several Btates,

In view of all these facts We think our peopls may rea-

sonably couclude that if there has been any failure to cre-
dit troops from this District it has arisen simply from o
oversight, uttributable perbaps to the annmalous political
organization of the District, oceupying as it does the posi.
tion of & Territory, without baving any direct representa:
tion in the nationsl councils, or any exesutive chief whose
business it Is to ok after and proteet its interests in
national matters. The President, however, being virtu-
slly our Governor, possesses the power to do full justice in
the matter complained of, and we feel confident that he
will cheerfully accord it whensver the facts are properly
brought to his knowledge,
We have devoted to this subject more space than we in-
tended when we first took up our pen to make an appesl
in aid of the Ward Committess, beesuse we are informed
that the facts stated bave attracted attention and caused
some complaint, ns well as because some of the less hope-
ful of our citizeng despair of auccess in meeting the pre-
sent requisition of the Government by the means proposed,
We trust that the despondent will bo encouraged to rely
upon the justice of the President, snd that all of our
citizens will go to work harmoniously and energetically,
and in good faith endeavor to meet the new demand
made upon them, And if the effort (hus made shall
fail we may then wiih the more propriety ask for the large
abatement of the requisition to which it appears the Dis-
trict ia so justly entitled.

THE ABANDONED PLANTATIONS.

The ecorrespondent of the New Yurk Evening Post
writes from Washington as follows in reference to the
abandoned lands and plantations in some of the Southern
States, which are fo be sold for * direct taxes:”

*“ The Government has ordered a sule of the sbandoned
lands 10 its possession in the States of South Carolion,.
Florida, Virginin, and Tennessee. The sale, which is
peremptory, is to take place on the 15th day of January
next. It will be remembered that the sales in South Ca-
rolina were stopped by order of Gen. Gillmore, who did
oot understand his busincss. The Fresident has ordered
that the sale shall take place on the dsy fixed, and none of
his subordina‘es are to ioterfere with this ssle. Persons
who nre thinkiog of bidding at the sales will be glad to
learn that the Trensury Department is thioking of dispatoh-
ing & boat to SBouth Carolina early io January, but if this
should be done, those persons availing themselves of the
opportunity will bave to pay for their passage. It is pos-
sible that the War Department will offer transportation to
South Carolion and Florida fres of cost to booa fide bid-
ders. The Government does not furnish teams, tools, or
commissary supplies to any purchuser or settler apon the
coufisented Iands. No title is given till after the expira-
tion of two years. The | w is explieit upon this point.
The origiual owner has sixty day« after the sale to appear,
prove loyalty, pay the successful bidder fiftesn per cent.
upon his purchase money, and establish his claim. If an
alien, or residing sbroad, or ingompetent, a minor, &e. the
owner may appear at any lime within two years and take
possession of his property, aftar paying charges sufficient
to protect the purchaser from loss,”

FROM SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA.
NoRFoOLK, (VA.) DEcEMBER 3, 1863,
The claims of the United Ststes upon the property of
persons of this city in active reb ellion against the Govern-
ment are being prosecu‘ed with great zeal. Not only i
their real estate confiscated, but all personal property. In
the course of & week or two several important sajes of
valuable es'ates and gonda seized will take pisce. Aiready
twenty cnses of confizcation have boen vegularly entered
in the Uni‘ed States District Court of Enstern Virgivia
at this city. Of these, fourteen were confi-eated during
the sittipg of the Court last week. In s few daya a rcore
moro of cases will have been entered.  Among the pro-
perty seized (hera i wuch belonging to several prominent
officars of high rank in the rabel army, who held similar
positions in ours before the breaking out of the rebellion.
Tho seisures in Elizabeth City county are quite numerous,
and embrace some of the most valuable tracts of land in
the State,
COMMISSION FOR THE TRIAL OF OFFENCES.

The following important order of Gen. Butler, eatab-
lishing & Military Commission for the trial of offences, has
just been issued :

Heapquarrers Ewanreestn Army Conrps,
Department of Virginia and North Carolina,
Fort Monroe, (Va.) December 1, 1863,

General Orders No 44 —A Military Commiasion, of not
less than five commissioned officers, of nnd above the rank
of Captain, with & Recorder and L. gal Adviser, is conati-
tuted and appointed for the trial of all high erimes and
misdemennors, which by the luwes of any State in the Union
or the United States, or the Laws Martisl, are puniabable
with death or imprisonment for n long term of years
The sentences of snid Commission will be sasimilnted
to those provided by such laws, dus regard being had to
the necessity of severity, and for punishment, incident to
the erimes and disorders arising from n state of way.
The Commiseton will +it at sll conventont kours for the
dispaten of business; will be atteoded by the Provost
Marahal or his nesintants , ail its orders will be respected
and obeyed and i simmonses eomplied with,
As the motives of men make #o largely the element of
the orimea cognienble by this Commission, the rules of avi-
denen of the English common law may bw ao far relaxed
as to allow the neeused to be question.d in the presence
of the Commiggim, nlwnys leaviog it to his (ree choice to
r Ellmn.-l or not to the tl:llinnn propoged.

he acousation will be substantially in the form uwd in
courta-mnriial ; exeepling that it ahould fully set furth &
description of the acoused, with his residence and bua.-
vess | whether or not he has been a loyal citizen ; his an
toeedents, charncter, and nets in that regard, so far ns
known: which portion of the seousation may be put n
controversy st the triala, provided the accused be not s
soldier of the Umitod States.
All proceedings, findinge, and sentences of this Commis-
sipn are to be subjected to the approval of the command-
|ir.|g General, and will be earried into effect upon s order.

The following oamed « ficers are detailed for and will
|ounntilutu such Commlssion :

Cel. G, A. Stedman, Bleventh Conneeticut Vols,
Col A. G. Dienper, Seeond North Carolins.
Lieut. Col. J. Q. Chambers, Twenfy-third Massachusetts
Yola,
Major William Grantman, Thirteenth New Hampshire
Vila,
Capt. W. H Liwopp, Eleventh Pennsylesnia Cavalry.
Major Petor Haggerty, A, 1) U, Recorder and 1
Adviser.
H, command of Msjor Qeneral BUTLER.

R. 8. DAvis, Major and A. A. G.

The steamer New York left Fortress Monroo on Tuesday
with & large supply of substantial comforts for the Union
prisoners at and near Riebhmond. They will be landed at
City Point, They consist of 552 boxes, bales, &o , from
the Baltimore Relief Fund and the Christian Comminsion
alen, 300 boxes of commigeary stores and 600 boxes sod
packages from Adams Express Company.

Death.

On Tuesday moroing, the Sth inatant, in the seventy-
fifth year of her age, Mra. JANE HYA'D'T, for fifty-vive
years & 1esident of 1his eity.

Her friende and the friends of the family are respeet-
fully invited to atteod ker funeral from her Iate residence,
No. 319 Pennsylvania avenue, oppomte the Metropol tan
Hdel.knn ‘Ahursday morning nexi, the 10th instant, st 12

veloel

[ -t may be stated, parhaps withont impropriety, that

vin exceilent lady, whose death is anmouceed abuve,

van one among other kind ladies, our neighbors at the time,
hrongh whose antreaties Admiral Cookbuen deaisted from

uruing the office of the National Intelligencer in 1814,
after it had been sacked and ite contents, frmlm' mate-
rials, furniture, books, &o. beou dentroyed

IMPORTANT FROM KNOXVILLE.
THE REBEL ATTACK DEFEATED.

KxoxviLre, Nov. 30 —Dufing Saturday might (Nov.
25th) the enemy made & geners! attack in fores oo &
Iarge portion of eur skirmishing line, and st sbout mid-
night succeeded in driving in our pickets, This was in-
tended as & feint to conceal the real point contemplated
for asssult and coofuse our army. Cannonsding and
skirmishing contioued during the eatire night.

Early on SBandsy moruing the enemy charged in strong
fores upon {Gen. Ferrero's position st Fort Saunders.
They were met midway by & murderous discharge of grape
aud canvister aud & steady fice from the rifls pits, under
which they faltered and fionlly fell back in broken frag-
ments, leaviog two colonels, several captaios, and in all
over & hundred dead on the fisld. A eonsiderabls force

renched the foot of the parspets, where the wounded and
dead were piled in an undistinguishable mass.

We captured two hundred and tlirty-four prisoners,
and the loss of the enemy in the ssesult was notfar from
seven hundred, while that on our side was less than
twenty-five. Three stand of colors were also captured.

Gen. Burnside humanely offsred & truce to Gen. Long-
street uotil five o'elock this (Monday) afternoon, to afford
bim an opportunity for the removal of his wouoded and
the burinl of the dead. The truce was accepted, and the
time subeequently extended for two hours. '

The rebel wounded wre being brought into our bospitals
or conveyed in our smbulsnces to the enemy’s line.

On this (Monday) morning the weather is clear, with
frost. All is quiet around our lines,

—_——

SEMI OFFICIAL ACCOUNT.

LouisviLLe, Dec 3, Midoight —A s cinl dewpa
the Journal of this cily suys Kthnt Geu?a'ﬁi!onx n:c::sli-“
graphed from Gen. Burnside's: headquarters st Kooxville
on the 30th ultimp that at 11 o’clock on the ovening of the
<8th the rebels attempted to surprise bis foroe, and suc-
ceeded in driviog our skirmishing line to the right wing,
which wus posted on the Kingston road, and foreed ib
back to Fort Buunders, We alterwards regained our po-
sition, aud had sharp skirmishing with the euewy all night.

Ou Monday morning at seven o'clock the rebels moved
a torce of three brigades againat Fort SBaunders, a portion
of whieh, nolwithstanding our heavy fire, gained the diteh
but could not sse-nd the parapet. We took three hun-
dred prisoners and three stand of colors. The rebel loss
in killed, wounded, and missing was over three huudred,
while our loss waa about twenty.

Longstreet then accepted [{an. Burnside’s offer for a
cessation of hostilities, to enable the rebels to aitend to
their wounded. The wounded soldiers were exchanged
for loyal roldiers wounded in previous engsgrments, and
bbe rebel dead sent through our lines Col Russ. com-
manding the nassulting party, Col. MeElroy, aud Lisut.
Co‘L Thnmuls. of the enlam y, were killed.

n ssasult was simultaneously mads on the ri
1111,?‘ but ﬂ‘l'l:o l';h(;ll wers dnva’;n back. Our hffi:fi;r:

& was ut forly, while the vnemy's lo
g - - ; Ly y's loss was mueh

ar supplies are ample for the present. 8
have been remnfore:d by one or two prugimantl'rg? g:ll,-
rod Jobneon's division.

——— ——
THE FIGHT BEYOND CUMBERLAND GAP.

_ CUMBERLAND GAP, DEC. 3—7 P. M —There w X
ing yesterday and to day at Walker's Ford, tqonl.; E:ill]:.
from the Gap, between our forees under Geu. Foater and
the whole of Longstreet's cavalry, Wa attempted yes-
terday to cross the river Clineh, but wers repulsed. Our
loss at the close of yestorday's fight was fifiy. We cap-

tured four pieces of srillery. The abo
of Gen. Wileox's staff, jutrfu. e

— ) —
THE RETREAT OF LONGSTREET.

TaZEWELL, (TENN.) DEc 6—9 A. M.—After the re-
pults of the enemy’s cavalry at the Clineh rivar, on the
24, their whole foree continued to hover arvund, endesyor.
ing to turn our flanks, and to furce some of the fords In
all thear effurta they were foiled, and driven back in seve-
ral small encounters. In nddition, we suceeeded in block-
ading n portion of the valley roud nesr Rull dge, in the
rear of Ransom’e ecolumn.  Yesterday the whole eavalry
withdrew in the direction of Knoxville, Gen. Grabam's
brignds followed a short distance. 1t is reported that the

wads in front are blocksded, snd that the enemy have

barnt the railroad brid b Nt
oty ges at Strawberry Plains and Mossy

avon will be retreating.

—_—

REPORTS FROM ENOXVILLE.

: KxoxviLLE, DecemBar 5. 1863.

_ The siegs pl’ Knoxville is raised, and Loogsrreet, with
bis army, is in tull retreat towsrd Virginis. It vittually
lerwinated yesterday, when, st an early hour, the ad-
vance guard of our reinforevments, under Gen. Stermas,
arrived bere. The enemy during the pust few days kept
up an setive show of intention to prelong the siege, or re-
new the assault, until early this morning, when & recon-
nvissance, sent out by Gen. Ferrero, found their works
empty. A few stragglers snd s number of desarters were
brought n, who state that the main body moved off after
dark lnst uight, lenving the rear-guard and pickets in their
rifla-pite, to fall back at 2 A. M, and lioin the remninder,
who, they were told, would form in line of battle n short
distance east of the nll{. This ruse was adopted to pro-
vent their prematura sbandonment of their picket lLne.
Geu. Shackolford, with the onvalry, is already in pursuit
and close upon their rear. Prisoters and deserters are
coutivunally arriving in squads of ten to tweuty. The de-
iverance and ocoupatiou of Enst Tennessee ure considered
a# finally settied by the events of this cnmpaign.

OFFICIAL NEWS FROM EAST TENNESSEF,

" The llowing officic] despateh has been yeesived at the
headquartera of the army : 2 !
TazeweLL, (Tesn ) Dec. 7—7 A. M.
Msjor Gen. H. W, HaLLgCK, Commander-in-Chief :
Loungetreet is in full ratreat up the valley. Your orders
nbout following with eavalry ahall be earried out.
My division of eavalry sttscked the enemy's cavalry in
one of the passes of the Clineh Mountaine yosterday after-
noon, and are pushing them vigore msly.
I bave not yet heard of the approsch of our eavalry
from Knoxville,
I have sent Geo. Wileox with his infantry and artillery
towards the mountaine aud st'nck the enemy's flank at
Bean Station.
Couriers from Knoxsille arcived lnst night.
is clear, Sherman arrived there yestorday.
J. G. FosTer, Major General.

The road

WAR ITEMS,

—_—

We learn that there is no change in the position of the
Army of the Potomao. All remaius quiet, sod the troops
are industriously engsged 1o their eamps, making them-
selves a4 comfortable as possible for the cvld weather.

from Chattanooga prsacd through In fianapolis on Monday,
en route for Roek Island. Twelve hundred more weors
expected next day. One huodred snd thirty-one officers,
mostly belonging to Gen. J. . Breckinnidge's command,
also passed through, en route to Johnson'a Island.

The news from Chattanvoga reports Gen Hardee as
falling back from Dalton with the demoralized army of
Gen. Bragg, whom he succeeds jir-the command. The
mountaing in Esat Tenvesses are said to be filled with de-
serters from the rebal army.

The sta'ement ree ntly published that thirteen Inrge
vessels bud run the blockade at Wilmington is said to be
uttrue, nooo of the rebel papers containing any such
vews. The Navy Department bhas ne such information,
and regards the story ns impossible, from the fact that we
Lave now twenty four vessels blockading that port.

A Chicknmaugn correspondent of the Riehmond Dispatoh
attempta no oonoealment of the fact that the rebels were
badly whipped iu the late battlo. Ho says, November 25th :

“The Confaderates bave sustained to-day the moat igno-
winions defeat of the whole war—a defeat for which there
is but littlo exeuse or palliation. For the first time duriog
our struggle fur national independence cur defent s charge-
sble to the troops themaelves, and not to the blunders or

incompetency of their leaders It in dfBoult to realize
how u defeat ro complete eould have vocurred on ground
wi tavorab e, miwmm rest dispsriy 1o the
forces of the two hostile armics. The grousd wes mure
in our favor than it wes st Fraderickaourg, where Genersl
Loagatreat in anid to ave esfimated thai Lee's army was
eqaal to 300,000 men. And yet we gnised the battle of

Froderickeburg, sad lcst that of Mitsouary R.dgoe.”

Il this be mo it indioates that Lougstreet is or -

Two thousand one hund_r: and thirty rebel prisoners
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